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FREDERICK M. MISILO, JR., ESQ.  
508-459-8059  |

I am delighted to welcome you to the revival of our Legacy 

trust and estate matters that impact you and your loved ones. 

our department’s expertise with insightful articles covering 

Administrator. And our team presents a fascinating analysis of the evolving legal 
landscape around pet custody disputes, highlighting a recent Massachusetts case 
and practical considerations for unmarried couples.

commitment to professional growth and excellence.

On a personal note, I am honored to share that I have accepted the position of 

commitment to advocating for individuals with intellectual and developmental 
 

information.

Fred Misilo, Chair 

MESSAGE FROM FRED MISILO
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TAX UPDATE | April 2025

INCREASED MASSACHUSETTS 
ESTATE TAX EXEMPTION

exemption from $1 Million to $2 Million 

 – 

amount of $2 Million are no longer 

 – 

the $1 Million exemption threshold 
were taxed on their full value. Now, 
only the portion of the estate that 
exceeds the new $2 Million threshold 

Exempt

real estate is now excluded from the 
Massachusetts estate tax calculation.

PENDING SUNSET OF 2017 TCJA 
ESTATE & GIFT TAX LIMITS

exemption amounts that were 

 – 

million per individual, is scheduled 
to drop to approximately $5.5 million 

to federal estate tax.
 –  

presents an opportunity for 
individuals who plan to transfer 

provisions expire.
 – 

Estates that exceed the federal estate 
tax exemption may face a tax rate of 

THE SECURE ACT & 
RETIREMENT PLANS

IRAs must now withdraw the entire 

dramatic change from the prior rules. 

planning strategies.

(continued)
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KNOW HOW | Solid Foundation of an Estate Plan
| 508-459-8076 |

Creating a set of foundational estate planning documents 
will ensure that your property is transferred upon your death 

prevent you from needing to have a court appointed guardian 

incapacitated.  

LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT 

REVOCABLE LIVING 
TRUST  

as a property management 
tool for your property while 

incapacitated, the named 
successor trustee can easily step 
in and manage your property 
for you which would eliminate 

expenses.

 – More individuals 

and employers are now permitted to 

accounts.

including tax credits for startup costs 
and expanded access for employees.

 – 

allowing them to accelerate savings 
FT
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assets over the Massachusetts individual estate tax threshold of $2,000,000, a properly 

DURABLE POWER OF ATTORNEY 

creation of this document eliminates the need for a court appointed guardian and/or 

HEALTH CARE PROXY 

decisions.

HIPAA RELEASE 

access to one’s personal health information. You can release this information to a 

In addition to these foundational documents, there are other estate planning 

trust and estate attorney to provide you with recommendations as to how to protect 

FT 
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PET CUSTODY | When couples split up, married or
unmarried, who gets to keep the pet?

| 508-459-8069 |

Massachusetts courts, 
pets are considered 
property under the 

treated as such 
during a divorce. If 
one spouse owned 
the pet prior to the 

retain ownership. If a spouse received 

trusts set up to provide for them. 

couple adopted a Pomeranian puppy 

however, the parties split the cost of 

moved out of the shared residence and 
the parties communicated with one 
another regarding their plan to continue 

approximately six months, when the 

apartment and the parties agreed to 

suspend their sharing arrangement so 

remedy due to the emotional attachment 

enforce an implied contract that was 

was disagreement as to the expenses 

paid most of the expenses for the dog 
in the same proportion as the parties 
shared the other household expenses. 

percent of the household expenses, as he 

the home they purchased together, as 
they could not agree on how they were 
to divide the shared asset. In dividing 
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consider other factors apart from the 
owner’s interest, such as if an owner 

share for the properties’ expenses, 
maintenance or improvements. Based 

of the property, the client stood to 

especially in this case as there were two 

would have resulted in the client losing a 

percent of the proceeds of the sale of the 
home in exchange for giving up custody 

the companionship of the pet, the client 

if the parties had entered into a 

agreement is a written contract made 

utilities, maintenance, repairs and 

handle property disputes. Massachusetts 

to divide separate property, no palimony, 
no right to inherit from the estate, and 
no compensation for lost wages if one 

contract that outlines how an unmarried 

themselves during the relationship 
and should the relationship end. You 

FT
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RACHAEL M. POIRIER, ESQ.
FROM TRUST OFFICER TO ATTORNEY:  
A FLETCHER TILTON SUCCESS STORY

developing exceptional legal talent.

Administration group. In this role, she gained 

developing a practical understanding of trust management that informs her 
legal practice today.

Institute, where she had graduated with high distinction and received the 

Family Courts of Massachusetts.

notes Fred Misilo, Chair of the 

FT
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FIRM NEWS
WELCOMING A NEW ATTORNEY TO  
OUR TEAM:  KELLY A. AKANA, ESQ.

 to our 

focuses on estate planning and estate administration, while 
also representing clients in guardianship and conservatorship 

having graduated summa cum laude from Le Moyne College 

FT

FRED MISILO, JR., ESQ. RECEIVES 
KEY TO THE CITY OF WORCESTER

exceptional service to the special needs community 

Misilo for his dedicated service to individuals with special needs and highlighted 

Foundation and his receipt of the Worcester Business Journal’s Champions 

community education through the free special needs trust administration seminars 

(continued)
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FIRM NEWS

their loved ones.

serving those with special needs.  FT

WILLIAM R. BLOOM  
JOINS FLETCHER TILTON 

the region.

estate planning, trust and estate administration, and commercial and residential 

clients.

demonstrated an unwavering commitment to legal excellence and community 
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FLETCHER TILTON RECOGNIZED 
• 2025 MA Lawyers Weekly  

Go To Employment Lawyer – Joseph T. Bartulis, Jr., Esq.
• 2024 MA Lawyers Weekly  

Go To Litigation Lawyer – Michael E. Brangwynne, Esq.
• 2024 MA Lawyers Weekly 

Go To Tax Lawyer – Michael P. Duffy, Esq.
• 2024 MA Lawyers Weekly 

Go To Lawyer for Business Transactions – Tricia L. Koss, Esq.
• 2024 Worcester Business Journal  

WBJ Power 100 – Mark L. Donahue, Esq.
• 2024 Worcester Business Journal  

Champions of Healthcare – Frederick M. Misilo, Jr., Esq.
• 2024 Worcester Business Journal  

Hall of Fame – Warner S. Fletcher, Esq.
• 2024 & 2025 Named Best Law Firm by Best Lawyers
• 2024 Best Lawyers: Ones to Watch – Michael P. Duffy, Esq.
• 2024 Best Lawyers in America – 7 attorneys named

AWARDS & RECOGNITION

UPCOMING WEBINARS

ESTATE PLANNING with attorney Michael Lahti
Tuesday, April 15, 2025 10:00AM – 11:30AM Live Webinar
Tuesday, May 6, 2025  10:00AM – 11:30AM Live Webinar
Tuesday, June 3, 2025 10:00AM – 11:30AM Live Webinar

For details and registration, visit FletcherTilton.com/webinars

Advertising: The contents of this newsletter are distributed for informational purposes only and may 
constitute advertising pursuant to Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court Rule 3:07.

Attorney-client relationship: Requesting alerts, newsletters or invitations to educational seminars 
does not create an attorney-client relationship with Fletcher Tilton PC or any of the firm’s attorneys. 
An invitation to contact the firm is not a solicitation to provide professional services and should not be 
construed as a statement as to the availability of any of our attorneys to perform legal services in any 
jurisdiction in which such attorney is not permitted to practice.
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